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^>f*'>-knDEPAR™ENT  OF  health  and  environmental  sciences 

PLE  i 


TED  SCHWINDEN.  GOVERNOR 


Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  6766  9 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


HELENA.  MONTANA  59620 


June  13,  1983 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Blaine  Co.  Courthouse,  Chinook,  MT 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre,  MT 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Chouteau  Co.  Courthouse,  Fort  Benton,  MT 
Terry  Schultz,  R.S.,  Hill  Co.  Health  & Planning,  Courthouse,  Havre,  MT 
Don  Sokolowski,  Sanitarian,  Box  576,  Chinook,  MT  59523 

Pete  Frazier,  R.S.,  Cascade  City-County  Health  Dept.,  1130  17th  Ave.,  Great  Falls,  MT 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Cogswell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 

George  Ament,  Mayor,  P.  0.  Box  431,  Big  Sandy,  MT 

George  VandeVen,  Mayor,  P.  0.  Box  1177,  Chinook,  MT  59523 

Leroy  Vannett,  Mayor,  P.  0.  Box  485,  Harlem,  MT  59526 

Raymond  Watson,  Mayor,  Box  231,  Havre,  MT 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Bldg.,  Rm.  432,  Helena,  MT 

Chambers , Montana  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena,  MT 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Riil.es  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the [Unified 
Disposal  Board  of  North  Central  Montana  which  includes  Blaine  County, 

Hill  County,  and  Chouteau  County. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the 
proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  ( 15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


BTATt  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

JUN  2 0 1983 


JEL :vc 
Ends . 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBkARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


Sincerely, 


1 


/i 

JAMES  E.  LETTER 


Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Telephone:  (406)  449-2821 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59620 
(406)  449-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di vi si  On/Bureau  Knvironmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Solid  Waste  Management  Systea/Unif ied  Disposal  Board  of  North 

Central  Montana 

Description  of  Project  Refuse  districts  in  Hill  County,  Blaine  County  and  Chouteau 

County  are  combining;  with  the  incorporated  communities  of  Havre,  Chinook,  Harlem 

and  Big  Sandy  to  create  a joint  solid  waste  transfer  and  disposal  program.  The 

program  will  include  placement  of  40  cubic  yard  containers  at  13  container  sites  and 

an  areawide  landfill  located  between  Chinook  and  Havre  at  S I&6,  T 32N,R17&18E.  Two 
separate  solid  waste  management  system  licenses  will  be  required,  one  for  the  con- 
tainer  program  and  one  for  the  areawide  landfill*  (See  attached  sheet) 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


2. 


3. 


5. 

6. 

7. 


8. 


9. 


Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 
Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 
Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 
Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 
Aesthetics 
Ai r quali ty 
Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 
Demands  on  envi ronmen- 
tal  resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 
Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


8. 


9. 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


14. 


Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Hill  County  Health  Departmant,  Blaine  County 
Health  Department,  City-County  Health  Department  (Great  Falls) 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  No  EIS  Necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 

Date:  June  10.  1983 


C A 


S E.  LETTER 


vy 


DHES/ESD-2 


June  13,  1983 


PROGRAM  DESCRIPTION  AND  DISCUSSION  OF  POTENTIAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS 


The  proposed  landfill  will  be  located  in  an  area  consisting  of  approxi- 
mately 250  acres  located  off  Highway  #2  just  inside  the  western  border  of 
Blaine  County.  The  container  sites  will  each  consist  of  an  access  ramp  and 
service  road  and  generally  include  a land  area  less  than  3 acres.  'Roll-off" 
type  trucks  will  be  used  to  collect  the  refuse  containers  and  transfer  the 
wastes  for  disposal  at  the  central  landfill.  Complete  copies  of  the  license 
applications,  container  site  plans  and  specifications,  landfill  operation 
and  maintenance  plans,  landfill  site  soil  and  ground  water  information, 
and  other  information  are  available  for  inspection  at  this  agency  or  avail- 
able to  the  public  at  the  cost  of  copying  the  documents. 

Areawide  Landfill 

• ■ ■ '■  1 ■ 1 " — ' " ' * * 

The  district  proposes  the  development  of  an  areawide  landfill  at  the 
previously  described  location.  Investigation  indicates  that  the  proposed 
site  is  generally  suitable  for  a sanitary  landfill.  Operation  and  mainte- 
nance information  and  detailed  soil  and  ground  water  information  have  been 
provided  in  the  license  application.  Plans  for  excavations,  daily  and 
final  earth  cover,  litter  control,  runoff  control  and  other  operational 
details  indicates  that  there  is  still  little  expected  impact  from  the  land- 
fill, with  no  hazard  expected  to  surface  water  or  ground  water  aquifers  in 
the  area. 

Forty  Yard  Container  Sites 

Each  container  site  will  be  developed  and  built  similar  to  other  con- 
tainer sites  in  the  State  of  Montana.  The  majority  of  the  sites  will  have 
one  forty  cubic  yard  container  available  for  disposal,  while  some  sites 
serving  more  populous  areas  will  have  at  least  two  containers  continuously 
available . 

The  "ramp  type"  construction  will  allow  ready  access  to  vehicles  for 
dumping  into  the  containers  and  provisions  for  litter  control  appear  adequate 
to  control  potential  litter  nuisances.  The  proposed  transfer  schedule  to 
remove  wastes  to  the  permanent  disposal  site  is  frequent  enough  to  eliminate 
abnormal  problems  with  insects  or  odors.  Each  container  includes  a tight 
fitting  lid  which  will  be  closed  during  transfer  for  positive  control 
of  the  contents. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

3)  Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture  - The  landfilling 
of  municipal  solid  waste  alters  much  of  the  soil  quality  in  the  immediate 
site  area.  Degradation  of  the  waste  occurs  only  after  the  passage  of  many 
years  and  is  accompanied  by  some  settling  of  the  finished  landfill  areas. 
Proper  operation  of  the  sanitary  landfill  assures  minimal  impact.  Since 
the  proposed  landfill  site  is  currently  in  use  as  a marginal  grazing  land, 
the  expected  impact  would  be  insignificant. 

4)  Vegetation  cover,  quantity,  and  quality  - The  landfilling  operation 
will  temporarily  disturb  the  vegetation  in  the  active  area.  Proper  comple- 
tion of  the  site  requires  proper  sloping  and  revegetation  to  control  erosion. 
Under  best  conditions,  the  final  fill  could  actually  be  made  more  valuable 
for  grazing  or  other  productive  uses. 


5)  Aesthetics  - Landfilling  of  solid  wastes  generally  has  some  impact 
on  aesthetics  of  a given  area.  The  proposed  fill  method  minimizes  any  im- 
pacts by  keeping  the  majority  of  the  landfill  operation  in  the  rear,  hidden 
portions  of  the  coulee.  It  is  unlikely  that  much,  if  any,  of  the  actual  land- 
filling  operations  will  ever  be  visible  from  the  highway,  and  there  are  no 
residences  or  commercial  businesses  near  enough  for  the  operation  to  be  visible. 
Good  control  of  vehicles  hauling  refuse  to  the  site  will  prevent  roadside 
litter  problems  along  U.S.  Highway  2. 

As  compared  to  the  typical  community  dumpsite,  the  40  yard  container 
sites,  when  adequately  maintained,  present  a positive  improvement  in  aesthetics 
in  their  immediate  area.  Container  programs  involve  centralized  dipsosal  of 
refuse  in  an  area  which  can  be  economically  operated  in  compliance  with 
current  state  law  and  rules,  which  should  be,  overall,  a dramatic  improvement 
in  aesthetics  over  the  three  county  areas  served. 

8)  Demands  on  environmental  resources  of  land,  water,  air  and  energy  - 
The  proposed  system  will  centralize  land  requirements  for  garbage  disposal. 

Each  existing  community  dumpsite  encompasses  from  several  to  twenty  or  more 
acres.  They  will  be  replaced  by  one  to  two  acre  container  sites.  The  cen- 
tralization should  be  positive  rather  than  negative  impact. 

Some  additional  energy  will  be  expanded  in  the  process  of  transferring 
solid  wastes  and  properly  burying  them  at  the  areawide  landfill.  Such  energy 
useage,  overall,  is  potentially  less  than  would  be  required  if  all  existing 
dumpsites  were  upgraded  to  sanitary  landfills. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


12)  See  #8  above 

14)  Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows  - The  centralized  landfill 
will  alter  traffic  flows  and  cause  a greater  concentration  of  vehicles  entering 
the  landfill  area.  The  new  traffic  patterns  will  be  affected  by  the  closure 
of  existing  dumpsites  and  allocation  of  containerized  disposal  sites  in  close 
proximity  to  most  of  the  district's  communities. 
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OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE  COLLECTION  SYSTEM 


General 

Thirteen  container  sites  will  be  eventually  developed  over  Hill,  Blaine  and 
Northern  Chouteau  Counties.  These  sites  will  consist  of  concrete  pad/wall  de- 
signed for  40  cubic  yard  containers.  Some  sites  will  accomodate  one  container 
and  others  will  be  designed  for  two  containers.  Each  of  the  containers  will  be 
replaced  at  least  weekly  with  a continuous  chain  tilt  frame  mounted  on  a tractor 
chassis  with  "tag"  trailer. 

Locations  § Frequency  of  Collection 


The  following  is  a chart  of  collection  sites,  number  of  containers  at  each, 
and  collection  frequency. 

Collection 


Site 

Location  of  Site 

Containers 

Frequency 

Inverness 

To  be  determined 

1 

1 

Rudyard 

SE%  Section  3 T32N  R9E 

2 

1 

Hingham 

To  be  determined 

1 

1 

Gildford 

SW!*  Section  34  T33N  R11E 

1 

1 

Kremlin 

To  be  determined 

1 

1 

North  Havre 

NW%  Section  30  T32  R15E 

1 

3 

Beaver  Cr.  Park 

N*s  Sec.  10  T29N  R16E 

1 

1 

Big  Sandy 

Yh  Sec.  18  T29N  R13E 

2 

2 

Chinook 

Present  disposal  site 

2 

3 

Harlem 

Present  disposal  site 

2 

2 

Zurich 

' To  be  determined 

1 

1 

Turner 

Present  disposal  site 

1 

1 

Sites  contemplated  in  the  near  future  include 

Box  Elder  and  the  Havre  Air 

Force  Base. 


